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In Kenya, Christians are also per-

secuted. At 5:30 in the morning on 
April 2 of this year, the terrorist group 
al Shabaab attacked a school. Collins 
Wetangula, a student at the school, 
said when the gunmen arrived at his 
dormitory, he could hear them opening 
doors and asking the people who were 
hiding inside whether they were Chris-
tians or whether they were Muslims. 

Here is what he said: ‘‘If you were a 
Christian, you were shot on the spot.’’ 
A spokesman for the terror group told 
the BBC that it attacked the school be-
cause ‘‘it’s on Muslim land colonized 
by non-Muslims.’’ Of the 147 people who 
were slaughtered that day because they 
were Christians, many of them were 
students—teenagers, kids. 

When the same terrorist group at-
tacked a shopping mall in Kenya in 
2013, they took a number of shoppers 
captive. One of them was Joshua 
Hakim. When Joshua got close to his 
attackers, he showed them his ID, but 
he covered up his Christian name with 
his thumb. ‘‘They told me to go,’’ he 
recalled later. ‘‘Then an Indian man 
came forward, and they said, ‘What is 
the name of Mohammed’s mother?’ 
When he couldn’t answer, they just 
shot him’’ on the spot. 

There are many more unnamed 
Christian martyrs who are persecuted 
for their faith, Madam Speaker. The 
persecution of Christians has been 
going on since Stephen was stoned for 
his faith in Acts 7. But what these cur-
rent accounts show is that persecu-
tions of Christians around the world 
are growing in number and are being 
tolerated more by governments and, in 
my opinion, encouraged by some non- 
Christian societies. 

We cannot deny this reality. We must 
tell it like it is. People should not 
make excuses for or cover up the wide-
spread persecution of Christians 
throughout the world. Governments, 
terrorist groups, and others should not 
get a pass and ‘‘tacit hunting permits’’ 
to kill Christians. 

The problem is rogue States like 
Pakistan and Iran and rogue terrorist 
groups like ISIS who get their legit-
imacy and power from imprisoning and 
killing Christians. As a country, the 
United States needs to reexamine its 
relationship with States that persecute 
Christians. Maybe we should give these 
countries less American money until 
they start protecting—instead of ar-
resting—Christians. We need to be sin-
gularly minded when it comes to de-
scribing groups like ISIS and what 
they really are: They are evil; they kill 
in the name of their radical religion. 

Madam Speaker, one of the pillars of 
our Nation and a foundation of our Re-
public is the principle of religious free-
dom, religious freedom for all faiths. It 
is constitutionally protected in the 
First Amendment of the Constitution. 
Of the five rights mentioned in the 
First Amendment, religious freedom 
and liberty is mentioned first. This is 
not by accident. Our forefathers were 
serious about the protection of reli-

gious liberty. It is a basic civil right, 
human right, and an inalienable right. 

Since Pilgrims came to America to 
escape religious persecution in Europe, 
our Nation has stood as a bright beacon 
to the world for religious freedom for 
all faiths—Jews, Muslims, Hindus, 
Christians, and others. But the ques-
tion before us today is: Will we remain 
a beacon of hope for persecuting Chris-
tians around the world? 

It is properly written in Scripture, a 
parable by the good Lord. I will para-
phrase. He said: A man was traveling 
down a road, and he fell among robbers. 
The man was beaten, and his property 
was stolen, and he was left for dead. 
Other people traveled down the same 
road, saw the victim, but they passed 
over on the other side of the road. They 
went their own way and avoided this 
victim. 

Madam Speaker, we cannot pass on 
the other side while Christians world-
wide are being beaten, beheaded, and 
brutalized because of their religious 
faith, being a Christian. We must be 
that beacon that shines brightly in 
proud protection of religious freedom 
for all, including Christians. 

And that is just the way it is. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 59 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 8 o’clock and 54 
minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2028, ENERGY AND WATER 
DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2029, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016; AND PROVIDING FOR 
PROCEEDINGS DURING THE PE-
RIOD FROM MAY 4, 2015, 
THROUGH MAY 11, 2015 

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee 
on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 114–94) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 223) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2028) making appropria-
tions for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2029) making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 

and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes; and providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from May 4, 
2015, through May 11, 2015, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. ROYCE (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and April 29 on 
account of attending the funeral of his 
father-in-law, Ronald Herbert Porter. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WOODALL. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 55 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, April 29, 2015, at 9 a.m. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. WOODALL: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 223. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2028) mak-
ing appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes; providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 2029) making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes and providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from May 4, 2015, 
through May 11, 2015 (Rept. 114–94). Referred 
to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. PALAZZO (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH of Texas, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. 
LUCAS, Mr. BRIDENSTINE, Mr. WEBER 
of Texas, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. 
HULTGREN, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. 
KNIGHT, Mr. BABIN, Mrs. COMSTOCK, 
Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Ohio, and Mr. POSEY): 

H.R. 2039. A bill to authorize the programs 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

By Mr. MACARTHUR: 
H.R. 2040. A bill to designate the Atlantic 

striped bass as the National Fish of the 
United States; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. LAMALFA (for himself and Mr. 
COSTA): 

H.R. 2041. A bill to provide equal treatment 
for utility special entities using utility oper-
ations-related swaps, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 
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